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 First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org   

Prelude Reflection  Psalm 81:16b  
 

 “With honey from the rock, I will satisfy you.”  
 

Prelude  “For the Beauty of the Earth”  
                                       Kocher/Monk, arr. Evanovich 
   Gloria Norton, organ and  Abby Norton Levering, violin 
  

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
                     Isaiah 55:1 ESV  

 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and food 
without price.” 
 

Call to Worship  creationcare.org  
 

Votum: Bless the Lord Oh my soul. Together let us 
 bless God’s holy name. Amen. 
 

Leader: We who too often lose our way gather today 
 to say,  
 

People: “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything 
 in it, the world, and all who live in it; for God 
 founded it on the seas and established it on 
 the waters.”  
 

Leader: And yet those same waters are polluted by 
 the plastics we have made and discarded. We 
 pause to ask ourselves again what if creation was 
 liberated and experiencing freedom and glory? 
 

 

The First Church in 
Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we 

are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming 

community. The First 
Church in Albany 

includes young and old, 
families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 

Sunday, April 21, 2024              
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People: Along with all creation we wait for the glory of God to be 
 revealed and we commit to playing our part, as the children of God. 
 

 Leader: May we find liberation from our plastic addiction and healing for our  
  land and water. Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn ”All Creatures of Our God and King ”  (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Lord, we confess our dependence on quick and easy. Quick and easy 
have become our gods. We confess that we know the use of plastics is 
hurting the oceans and yet we continue in our ways. We know that there 
is so much plastic in our world it is turning up in our bodies, and yet we 
still reach for plastic out of convenience.  Forgive us for forgetting that 
we are not alone.  We are not your only creation.  Forgive us for not 
showing compassion to the water, birds, fish, air, moon, stars, soil, and 
trees.  Help us respect all of your creation including your planet.   

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  Exodus 20:2-6 (NRSV)  
 

God said, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall 
not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them, for I the Lord your God am 
a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to 
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.  
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another.  
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing  
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me!  
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Sermon Text Deuteronomy 32:1-20 (NIV) 
 

Listen, you heavens, and I will speak; hear, you earth, the words of my 
mouth. Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like 
showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants. 
 

I will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praise the greatness of our God! He 
is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God 
who does no wrong, upright and just is he. 
 

They are corrupt and not his children; to their shame they are a warped and 
crooked generation. Is this the way you repay the Lord, you foolish and 
unwise people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and 
formed you? 
 

Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your 
father and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to you. When the 
Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he 
set up boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons of 
Israel. For the Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance. 
 

In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded 
him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, like an eagle 
that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch 
them and carries them aloft. The Lord alone led him; no foreign god was with 
him. 
 

He made him ride on the heights of the land and fed him with the fruit of the 
fields. He nourished him with honey from the rock, and with oil from the flinty 
crag, with curds and milk from herd and flock and with fattened lambs and 
goats, with choice rams of Bashan and the finest kernels of wheat. You drank 
the foaming blood of the grape. 
 

Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food, they became heavy and sleek. 
They abandoned the God who made them and rejected the Rock their Savior. 
They made him jealous with their foreign gods and angered him with their 
detestable idols. They sacrificed to false gods, which are not God—gods they 
had not known, gods that recently appeared, gods your ancestors did not 
fear. You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave 
you birth. 
 

The Lord saw this and rejected them because he was angered by his sons 
and daughters. “I will hide my face from them,” he said, “and see what their 
end will be; for they are a perverse generation, children who are unfaithful. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon  Sweet Honey from a Rock?  

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  ”Praise This God of All ”               (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith Belgic Confession, Article II 
 

Leader: We know God by two means: 
 

People: First, by the creation, preservation, and government of the 
universe, since that universe is before our eyes like a beautiful book in 
which all creatures, great and small, are as letters to make us ponder 
the invisible things of God: God’s eternal power and divinity, as the 
apostle Paul says in Romans 1:20. All these things are enough to 
convict humans and to leave them without excuse. 
 

Leader: Second, God makes himself known to us more clearly by his holy 
and divine Word, as much as we need in this life, for God’s glory and our 
salvation. 

 

Tithes & Offerings “It is in giving we often receive.”  
 

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission  of First 
Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the 
offering as it goes by. 

 

Offertory “What a Wonderful World”          Thiele and Weiss 

                  Gloria Norton, organ and Abby Norton Levering, violin 

 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    

Prayers of the People creationcare.org 
 

Creator God, 
 

Thank you for the many good gifts you have given us — so much beauty and 
abundance in creation all around us. 
 

Give wisdom and soft hearts to those involved in the negotiations. We pray 
for each of the 20 million waste pickers around the world who do vital work. 
They collect plastics for recycling and yet are often overlooked and 
underpaid. Let their voices be heard and their human rights and livelihoods 
protected. Oh, God, help us not to throw away opportunities to care for your 
creation.  
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The earth is yours, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it. 

 

Help us fulfill Jesus’ call to love our neighbors and take action to look out for 
one another. We remember the people on the frontline of plastic pollution. We 
pray to you, Lord, that you protect them from the diseases and flooding that 
come with plastic pollution and that they may find comfort in you. 

 

The earth is yours, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it. 

 

We pray for the global church, for all the communities and people affected by 
plastic pollution, that you may keep them close to you. Help us to restore and 
care for this beautiful earth you blessed us with. Amen! 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn  “What Does the Lord Require of You ”  3X        (see insert) 
 
*Charge & Blessing 
 

“If you have people who will exclude any of God’s creatures from the shelter 
of compassion and pity, you will have people who will deal likewise with their 
fellow humans.” - attributed to St. Francis of Assisi  

 
Postlude  “All Creatures of Our God and King “         Dan Miller 
 
Nominate Office Bearers until May 5th:If you nominate someone, please place it 
in the offering plate or Rev. Trey’s mailbox. 
 
 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston  
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Gloria Norton 
Specialists/Musicians: Abby Norton Levering, violin 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 
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People: Along with all creation we wait for the glory of God to be 
 revealed and we commit to playing our part, as the children of God. 
 

 Leader: May we find liberation from our plastic addiction and healing for our  
  land and water. Amen. 
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