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Call to Worship: From John 15:5, 12, 16 from worshipcalls.com

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.
Amen.

Leader: Jesus said, “| am the vine and you are the branches...Abide in me as
| abide in you.”

People: We come to affirm and renew our connection with the life-giving
Vine.

Leader: Jesus said, “ | appointed you to go and bear fruit...fruit that will last.”

People: We want to be fruitful, productive people whose lives make a
difference.

Leader: Jesus said, This is my commandment: love one another as | have
loved you.”

People: Christ you are the vine. We are the branches. We will bear your
fruit. We will abide in your love and share it!

*Opening Hymn “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing” (see insert)

Prayer of Confession: by Rev. Julie Jensen, First Presbyterian Church,
Cartersville, GA

God of compassion and mercy, you sent us your Son as the savior of
the world, and told us to love one another as much as you loved

us. Yet, we struggle to love one another. We have a hard time loving
those who are not like us, who disagree with us, or who ask us to face
truths about ourselves. You told us to love one another, because love is
from God. And we often do not love those we think are dirty, hungry,
lost, or undesirable. It is written that perfect love casts out fear, and yet
we are afraid. Afraid for our safety, our wallets, and how others
perceive us. Forgive us, God, and show us how to love the way you
command us to love. Release us from our judgment and our fear. Open
our hearts so that they might receive your perfect love for us, and in
turn offer it to the world.

Silent confession
Assurance of Pardon:

Friends, the good news is this: love is from God, and we are loved by God.
God sent Christ into the world to atone for our sins, and in Christ, we are
forgiven.



*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another.

Children’s Message & Blessing
Prayer for lllumination Please sing

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living
God, fall afresh on me!

Scripture Reading 1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son
as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love
that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with

punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love
because he first loved us. Those who say, “| love God,” and hate a brother or
sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. The commandment we
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters
also.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



Sermon Text John 15:1-11

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that |
have spoken to you. Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and
| in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in
me and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become
my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. | have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon Is Love the Fruit We Are Called to Bear?
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word
*Hymn of Response “God Is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him” (see insert)

Profession of Faith excerpt from the Belgic Confession, Article 29: Marks of
the True Church

As for those who can belong to the church, we can recognize them by
the distinguishing marks of Christians: namely by faith, and by their
fleeing from sin and pursuing righteousness, once they have received
the one and only Savior, Jesus Christ.

They love the true God and their neighbors, without turning to the right
or left, and they crucify the flesh and its works. Though great weakness
remains in them, they fight against it by the Spirit all the days of their
lives, appealing constantly to the blood, suffering, death, and obedience
of the Lord Jesus, in whom they have forgiveness of their sins, through
faith in Christ.

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission
of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it
in the offering as it goes by.



Offertory “Blessed Jesu, We Are Here” G. Walther
*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Sending Hymn “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” (see insert)
*Charge & Blessing
Postlude “ST. DENIO” E. Beal

Note: Join us this afternoon at 3 pm for the Service of Installation of Rev. Trey
Tirpak as Associate Minister of The First Church in Albany.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston A Service of o
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak ‘
Organist: lteke Prins Rev. Trey Tirpak, as Associate Minister
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and S

unday,

Stephen Reohr April 28, 2024
at 3pm
at
the First Church
CCLI License #463379; in Albany

One License #A-700689

The Classis of Albany and the First Church in
Albany will gather to formally install Rev. Trey
Tirpak to be First Church’s Associate Minister.
Food and fellowship to follow. All are welcome! firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany, 110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 518-463-4449




PRAYERS, (ONCERNS & JOYS

For Rev. Trey Tirpak, as he embarks
on his next chapter at First Church
For Kathy Stallmer, friend of Ned and
Kathie Monthie, for comfort on her
health journey

For Susan, Ruth Pagerey’s sister-in-
law with a broken hip

For Renee Darcy, friend and neighbor
of Shirley Bone, going through majoy
surgery. (with permission)

Brett, friend of Revd Trey.

e Rob Van Dyke, friend of Doug and Jill

® 6 o o o o

Persons with medical concerns.

Sam, son of Barb and Dave Andrews,
with continued health

concerns

Jones

Ken Lucas, friend of Philip Labatte
For Jennifer Recene Gallagher
Alexis Parry, niece of Cheryl Gowie
Gail Santimaw, friend of Judith Utley-
Suess

John Utley, brother of Judith Utley-
Suess

Judith Utley-Suess, for strength
Harold Bushnel

Jill Persons and Jill’s mother in Alex Bliss
England who is transitioning to Mary Weijola
hursing care. Cheryl Gowie

Michelle Williams, for recovery
Matt, cousin of Barb Andrews with
health issues

Rev. Dr. Mashona as she continues
her health journey

Mia Westman

Becky Gardner

Ginny Giguere

Donna Schultz

Jeff Curry

Carol LaBatte

Anthony, of the Brown Family
Olivia Gaydushek

Clergy, staff and leaders of the First
Church in Albany

For those dealing with climate
disasters like wildfires.

Prayers for Ukraine, Israel and
Palestine and all areas of conflict
across the globe. May we all
remember to lead with love.

For an end to gun violence here in

Albany, in the U.S., and around the
world.

If you have a concern or joy you would like to share with our church family,
email office@firstchurchinalbany.org or call the office at 518-463-4449

REFORMED CHURCH CENTER
AT
NEW BRUNSWICK THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

presents:

RACISM IN REFORMED CHURCH ORDER?

Presenters

Earl James
Vice President, African American Black Council, RCA

Matthew van Maastricht
Adjunct Instructor in RCA Studies, NBTS
Pastor, Altamont and Helderberg Reformed Churches

Wednesday « May 1, 2024 + 12:00-1:30 p.m. ET - Online

Wednesday « May 1, 2024 * 12:00-1:30 p.m. ET - Online
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(And sometimes it is served with a ladle,
alongside some peanut butter and jelly!)

Thanl o

for a wonderful
ministry season
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ADORATION
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God and King, the tri - umphs of God’s grace!
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los triunfos de su amor. = 3

This text comes from an eighteen-stanza hymn the author wrote to mark the first anniversary of his life-
changing conversion experience. It is now customarily the first hymn in Methodist hymnals worldwide. This
tune, adapted from a German composer, is the usual North American setting.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.; Spanish trans. Federico

J. Pagura;

Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee, 2001
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839
Spanish Trans. © 1989 The United Methodlst Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)
Korean Trans. © 2001 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)
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SONG OF PRAISE God is Love Hymnal #379
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They’ll Know We Are Christians
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2 We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 2x
and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. Refrain

3 We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 2x
and we'll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride. Refrain

4 All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son,
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us all one. Refrain

Words: Peter Scholtes (b. 1938) © 1966, 1967 FE.L. Church Publications, Ltd., assigned 1991 to Lorenz

Corporation
Music (ST. BRENDAN'S 13.13.14 refrain 13.10): Peter Scholtes; arr. Dennis Fitzpatrick © 1966, 1967 EE.L.
Church Publications, Ltd., assigned 1991 to Lorenz Corporation
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